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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 863 

First, The Anti-Saloon League was about to turn its magnificent machinery to 
revive the old "blue laws." Then Dr. Wilbur F. Crafts, with a strong force, 
was planning the same. The positive denial of both the League and Dr. 
Craft was bringing the movement into discredit, and now it is the reform 
organizations generally that are planning to enslave the people. 

I am surprised and pained to learn of the company which the North 
American Review keeps. 

I am a retired Methodist Minister, eighty-six years old, and have taken 
the Review longer than you have edited it, and hope to read it years more. 

Henry Colman. 

Milwaukee, Wis. 



HOW MANY PRESIDENTS HAVE WE HAD? 

Sir: 

In your issue for April you made the statement that there have been twenty- 
nine Presidents of The United States including Mr. Harding. 

This is carrying on a long since exploded historical error which occurred at 
the time Mr. Cleveland was elected to a second term. President Arthur was 
the 21st President, President Cleveland the 22d, and President Harrison, 
the 23d. 

But here comes the trouble. Mr. Cleveland after being out of office for a 
term, is again elected, and a few writers insisted upon treating him as an 
entirely different person, and calling him the 24th President. This is most 
certainly wrong, as he merely served another term, separated, it is true, by 
four years, but still being only the 22d individually, while Mr. McKinley, the 
next in line becomes 24th, Roosevelt 25th, Taft 26th, Wilson 27th, and 
Harding 28th. 

The Vice Presidents have been more fortunate, there having been no numeri- 
cal or individual break from John Adams the first, to Calvin Coolidge, the 
29th and present incumbent. 

James Shields. 

St. Paul, Minn. 



JUST WHAT GERMANY WOULD HAVE DONE 

Sir: 

In the April number of the Review is printed an article under the title "Can 
Germany Pay?" by Mr. Lauzanne. Scant six pages are consumed in the 
presentation of his case, but in all the writing by various men on that question 
none have presented the matter so clear cut, so concise in point of facts given, 
so unanswerable — not even by the Germans themselves, and no one can con- 
scientiously defend Germany's propaganda that she is not able to pay. The 
reason that it is so forcible and unanswerable is that it is facts from the Ger- 
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mans own reports and statistics at the present as compared with those of past 
times. Certainly Germany can pay. No one can doubt that Germany will 
use every means at her command or invention to escape her obligations set 
up in the Treaty at Paris. Suppose Germany had won the War. Does any- 
one doubt that she would have placed heavy indemnities on the conquered 
peoples? Furthermore, would Germany have patiently listened to the out- 
cries of those peoples that they could not pay so much in indemnities; that the 
people had to live and have something to do; that the industries of the nations 
had to have raw materials with which to run their factories and create things to 
sell to the world, and also be allowed to enter the world's markets? I think 
not. I submit that Germany's victims would have paid to the last cent and 
the last drop of blood had she dictated peace. Are the Allies gainers by the 
policy they are pursuing toward Germany ? There is no doubt as to Germany 'a 
ability to pay, and I think she ought to be made to do so. 

Theodore Roosevelt had the best idea of a peace with Germany when he 
said that the only peace that can be made is at Berlin. It would be more 
effective. 

Elbert Krtjse. 

Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 



EGGS A LA GOLDENROD AND CATULLUS 

Sir: 

They gave me eggs a la goldenrod for lunch, which made me smile but 
which also brought me a whimsical whiff of New England. Then with them I 
had the North American Review, which I opened to "Good Friday and 
Classical Professors." And my mind flashed back to old classical professors 
of my own, and the breath of life that once came to me out of Catullus, and — 
but I don't need to go into that story of my getting out of the college church. 
But the breath of life that came to me out of Stark Young made me turn to 
the Contributors' Gazetteer, to find out who on earth he might be. For I 
am ignorant, and have little time to read. Then I discovered to my stupe- 
faction that he professes English at Amherst. 

So bad an Amherst man am I that I didn't know it. Yet Amherst was 
where I read Catullus, and the college church I had such a time trying to get 
out of was the one facing the Pelham Hills. Mr. Young was at his bottle 
then, I suppose — or perhaps later, when first I climbed the steps of Girgenti. 
At any rate I congratulate Amherst for possessing someone with the breath of 
life in him. And I congratulate him on possessing the black art of blowing it 
between print and paper. Most of all, however, I congratulate myself on the 
discovery of so rare a seasoning for eggs a la goldenrod. 

Ave atque vale, 

H. G. Dwight* 

Washington, D. C. 



